
 

Putting the puzzle together: Reducing vulnerability through people-focused
planning

   
   
   
Abstract:

Supporting and integrating vulnerable persons into emergency management has emerged as an increasing
priority in emergency management in Canada. Events such as the 2003 European heat wave and
Hurricane Katrina have shown that disasters almost always have the harshest affects on the frail elderly,
people with disabilities, the disadvantaged and the least able. While it is neither possible--nor the role of
emergency management--to eliminate or reduce many factors that make people vulnerable to hazards, it is
important that emergency managers work closely with communities to not only identify risks and
vulnerabilities, but also to build on the resources and capacities that enable people to effectively prepare for,
respond to and recover from threats of all types. To this end, emergency management must take into
account the level of capacities and resources that a community has to prepare for emergencies and
disasters, in addition to people's vulnerabilities to extreme events. To be successful, people must be viewed
not as a part of the problem to be solved or managed during an emergency, but rather a part of the solution
to building more resilient and disaster-resistant societies. This requires 'people-focused' planning
methodologies that move beyond planning for to planning with all segments of society, including the most
vulnerable and marginalized groups that are more readily overlooked. This not only begins to ensure that
emergency planning and response capacities can effectively address the diverse needs of all people, but is
also an important step to empowering the most vulnerable to prepare themselves for emergencies and other
critical events.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/rpd/ncp075   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location
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 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Health Outcome Unspecified

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Elderly, Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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